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Metaphors of EduBloggi@gwhat spaces do we want students to be
blogging within?



Poll: Are you an edtblogger?

A Do you have your own blog?
A Are you a student blogger?

A Are you a teacher blogger?



Defining EduBlogs

Edublogs:
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Learning spaces for creative expression for learners engaged in formal
education programming.

Tools for facilitating reflections, conversations, and dialogues, and encom
both selftalk of private blogs and discussions of public blogs.

Includes the facilitation of open, shared interactions between individual
learners and their instructors, learning companions, guest experts, mento
and peers.

Includes support and facilitation of conversations within a formal content
management system.



Defining EduBlogging

Edu-blogging: the learning processes used by
student bloggers, their instructors, and their
audiences while they engage Iin the act of
connective writing to capture ideas, engage In
conversations, and share meaning over time v
self and others.
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Edu-Blogging as Metaphors

Provide a means for expressing knowledge and context
Act as prompts for reconsidering events

Act as connections, or bridges, to unrelated ideas
Influences the language used to imagine possibilities

Met aphors provide oOoOsuch a rich way to exp
togethero (Arthur Shelley, 2009, bl og pos

"Metaphors are lenses which enable people to rethink and to give coherence to daily events
before seemed incomprehensible or troubling” (Popkevitz, 1984, p. 7).

0 Met a p h cdthesmetaghor iveeuse to understand learning influences the language with
whi ch we talk about | earning, teaching, a
Metaphors connect ideas together, and bridges unrelated ideas that previously had no conne
before. Burrows (2009)

Metaphors enable us to imagine something that is not (yet) present, to announce the way the
world might be. (Burrows, 2009, blog post).



Goals of EduBlogging

Providing learners with choices on how to engage self and othel

within a oparticipat opfiersa ul
sustained, persistent and deliberate process of creative sell
group expression and sharing.

Providing | earners with a or ¢
learners engage In conversations to try on and share multip

competing perspectives (Davies and Merchant, 2009).



Need for EduBlogging Typology

This typology provides a starting
blogging expectations, past experiences, behaviours and fears , leading t
reduced number of reluctant, anxious student bloggers (Kerawalla, 2008).

This typology identifies characteristics, behaviours and expectations of
student bloggers, to more effectively meet learning goals.

This typology considers the viewpoints of both learners and instructors,
describing the authentic concerns, fears, and expectations of different typ
of student bloggers

This typology draws on examples of excellent edublogging, as well as the
actual stories of successful edubloggers



